Insensibility and convulsions in general, and epilepsy in particular, are therefore due to cerebro-spinal congestion. This congestion can be produced only by obstruction in the lower part of the vena cava superior; and such an obstruction can be due to nothing but an excessive force of the current through the inferior cava, making a rush of blood into the right auricle; and this rush is due to an excessive contraction of the spleen forcing the blood, in a sort of torrent, through the venous system of the liver.
The foundation of the greater part of the book, then, rests on the assertion that it is the office of the spleen, as an assistant organ of the circulation, to force blood through the liver. " It is the spleen which propels the portal blood through the portal trunk, branches, plexuses, and hepatic veins, to the inferior cava and auricle, and regulates the quantity and force with which it is propelled." (p. 27.) It will probably content our readers if we let them know the style and value of the work, by examining each of the grounds on which this new account of the office of the spleen is founded.
It is said,?" The vis a tergo of the heart's action is not adequate to propel the blood through the venous and two capillary systems, and an additional power is necessarily required" to propel it through the liver. The sum of the facts of structure, &c., by which the spleen is thus eminently adapted to be a second heart, is that its fibrous coat and septa are elastic, and that there is some suspicion (and only a suspicion,) that they have a peculiar vital contractility, so that independently of its elasticity, the spleen may be able occasionally to discharge some of its blood. 
